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THe ASSISTANCE OF THE PREss. 


On more than one occasion we have pointed out 
in these columns the mischievous tendency of un- 
informed and irresponsible writing on questions of 
diseases and their control. A correspondent sends 
us a column from The Scottish Farmer of Nov. 15, 
with the heading ‘Concerning Vets,’ which we 
reprint at p, 243. In most journals—especially in 
those of a technical character, one looks for some 
amount of knowledge on the subject, and a reason- 
able deduction from the facts given. The column 
in question shows—to put it mildly, a deficiency in 
both these qualities, with the addition of the de- 
liberate depreciation of the men of the veterinary 
profession for which the Scottish agricultural 
papers have been notable for years past. The 
opinion of the writer is in itself negligible, but as 
mentor to several thousands of men, most of whom 
have no knowledge of the subject, nor of the facts 
beyond what is there stated, there should be some 
sense of responsibility—-some evidence of an 
endeavour to arrive at the truth. Apparently the 
source of information on the meat question was the 
emasculated reports which have appeared in the 
public press. | man with even a moderate 
amount of medical reading would know that al- 
though the sterilization of tuberculous meat is an 
indisputable fact, there exists some amount of pre- 
judice against its use for food; whilst in medical 
practice there constantly arise conditions on which 
skilled men may reasonably hold distinctly different 
opinions. In the case in point each man testified 
to the samples which he received. No man—pro- 
fessional or layman—can he asked to go beyond 
that. 

In the matter of Sweet Blossom, there is a great 
crow over an opinion recently given that the mare 
is sound. The only determination of the condition 
which existed seven years ago would have been 
slaughter and examination at that time. 


CuirinicaL Histories. 


Three weeks ago Mr. F. T. Harvey published a 
plea for “ recording the medical and surgical his- 
tories of animals known to have suffered in their 
youth from navel- or joint-ill.”" The article was, 
as its author evidently recognised, very like the voice 
of one crying in the wilderness. There is hardly 
any branch of professional study in which veteri- 
nary surgeons generally are more slack than the 
keeping of clinical histories ; and it is ge | likely 
that Mr. Harvey or any other writer will bring 
about much improvement in this generation. Yet, 


‘as he says, a great deal of good could be done along 
this line, in joint-ill and in many other diseases, 


Collectively, veterinary surgeons probably realise 
this; but individually they are woefully reluctant 
to do any share of the work. 

With regard to joint-ill, a great deal of work is 
required for any substantial advance. Joint-ill in 
youth is very generally credited with causing remote 
sequelae long after, and apparently quite unconnec- 
ted with the original illness ; but however true that 
view may be as a broad generalisation, it is far from 
easy to prove its application to a given case. Often 
the second trouble may quite conceivably be either 
a legacy of joint-ill or due to some independent 
cause, and no onecan decide which. Mr. Harvey's 
cases are in point—they are suggestive clinical his- 
tories which contain much to support an explana- 
tion which remains hypothetical in each, and in 
each very different explanations are open to us. 
Obviously a great deal of evidence must be collected 
and sifted before we are on firm ground for judging 
these obscure cases. 

Many other diseases are open to the same line of 
enquiry, and some are more promising than joint-ill. 

Some men, for instance, have done much good as 
regards lameness. Many veterinary surgeons do 
this in cases that interest them, but very few do so 
methodically. Most have to rely chiefly or wholly 
upon memory for the earlier parts of their clinical 
histories. Har and away the best, and the only 
reliable method, is the systematic keeping of case- 
books, which veterinary surgeons generally have 
always neglected. Troublesome as it is, there is no 
such aid in the building up of clinical histories. 
Here, as in some other directions, medical men are 
ahead of us, and Mr. Harvey's comparison of the 
two professions, though not flattering to ours, is 
perfectly just. 


IMPACTION OF THE RUMEN IN BOVINES. 
By W. R. Davis, .R.c.v.s., Enfield. 


A few years ago a note from me was published 
in The Record expressing the opinion that the ex- 
hibition of the “ regulation pound of salts” to cows 
was a dangerous practice. Since then experience 
has more than ever convinced me that I was right 
in the judgment I had formed. 1 can recall cases 
treated by me with Epsom salts and ending fatally 
that I am perfectly certain would have recovered if 
less energetic medicines had been employed. 

The little need for drastic purgatives in impaction 
of the rumen was brought home to me recently by 
the fact that in one week I had five cases of the 
malady and they all recovered; the agents used 
being Carbonate or Acetate of Ammonia, Nux 
Vomica, Treacle, and Linseed Oil. oo 


234 


THE VETERINARY RECORD November 22, 1919 


The first case was a recently calved heifer show- 
ing the following symptoms :—Extremities cold, 
respiration normal, pulse much accelerated (this is 
exceptional), temperature 103°, milk yield much 
diminished, faeces almost hard and in small quantity, 
appetite and rumination absolutely in abeyance. 
On palpating the rumen a hard mass can be de- 
tected. The heifer lies a good deal and there is a 
low grunt now and then, expressive of discomfort 
more than of acute pain. She was four days in this 
condition but on the fifth day she ruminated, ate 
some sweet hay, and passed softened faeces abun- 
dantly, recovery being complete on the seventh 


day. 
This case was peculiar in that the pulse was fast | - 


during the whole time, and that in spite of the ani- 
mal taking little or no food she continued to give 
five quarts of milk daily. 

The second patient was also a heifer, and the 
symptoms manifested only differed from those in 
the former case in that the milk yield ceased 
entirely, and that the pulse was fairly. normal. 
This heifer went longer without eating—it, was not 
until the sixth day that she could be got to take any 
food. Her owner made an original remark to me 
while we stood observing the patient on the fifth 
day. I told him the heifer was better, and would 
do well. ‘I hope so Guv’nor,” said he, “only I 
don’t like her staring at us. I hate to see a cow 
turn round and look at me, I feel inclined to throw 
a stool at her—their eyes are on their grub when 
they are alright.” 

The other three cases were in older cows, the 
property of one man, a large dairy farmer. Symp- 
toms did not differ much from the last case. One 
cow, a Freisian, had slight diarhoea at the com- 
mencement of her illness—a condition that is apt 
to deceive one. As usual, they all took about a 
week to recover, but they did so, and all the patients 
are milking as well as they did before being sick. 

I always endeavour to get the skin hot, and for 
that end I have the patients “ thatched.’”’ A good 
layer of rough bay or long straw is put on the back 
a sheet or some sacks placed on top, and two sur- 
cingles or straw bands are used to keep the covering 
on—one fastened on behind the elbows and one in 
front of the stifles. Treacle causes thirst, and the 
cow should be encouraged to drink as much as 

ssible. I am persuaded that if these cows had 

n treated with Epsom salts one or two of them 
would have died. On the third or fourth day 
quickened pulse and respiration, deadly cold ex- 
tremities, little tremors over the shoulder and crural 
muscles, agitation, throwing the head about, would 
announce to the practitioner that he was going to 
lose his case. I have experienced the chagrin of 
such an ending, and I have learnt my lesson. 

But it is not alone in impaction of the rumen 
that there is danger in giving large doses of Epsom 
salts to bovines. They are equally unsuited to 


other stomach affections, and to maladies of parturi- 
tion, (they are especially deadly in milk fever). Yet 
it is the common practice to give a pound of salts 
before and one after calving—a very senseless 
practice, to my way of thinking. 


I had the satis- 


faction of observing that at any rate one member of 
the profession endorsed the views expressed in my 
former letter, and he a man of the maturest judg- 
ment—Mr. Hy. Thompson, of Aspatria. 

Hay is a short crop and is very dear, and a 
much larger quantity of straw is being used in the 
ration both for horses and cattle, so that we are 
likely to have many of these animals suffering from 
troubles of the digestive apparatus. I hope that in 
the case of cows, some of my fellow practitioners 
who are always in the habit of combating constipa- 
tion in cattle with Epsom salts will try the treat- 
ment I have indicated in a few cases—and give us 
their views. 


VENTRAL HERNIA. 


Subject. A nine years old pedigree Clydesdale 
mare. 

Previous History. She had been in the possession 
of the owner five years, and had never had a day’s 
illness, nor met with any accident. She was kept 
for general agricultural purposes and was regularly 
worked on the farm. Two years ago she had her 
first foal, which was born without assistance. 
Nothing was seen amiss with mare until the night 
before I was called to her. She was then at the 
grass, three days ‘“‘ past’ her time, and the foreman 
noticed that she was badly swollen along the belly 
and very much ‘“‘slippit’’ behind. It is said she 
was all right earlier in the day. He had her taken 
indoors and placed in a loose-box. 

Next morning, when called to her, I found her 
very dull, pulse quickened, temperature 102°6. 
Had refused all food:since coming indoors, breathing 
was slightly accelerated, and she showed slight signs 
of abdominal pain at intervals. She presented sac 
of wide dimensions evenly diffused along floor of 
the abdomen—stretching from the last rib to the 
inguinal canal. This was to the depth of four inches, 
very painful and doughy on palpation. 

Diagnosis. Ventral hernia—though no hernial 
opening was to be discerned. Rectal examination 
— help me in diagnosis but revealed a living 

oal. 

Treatment consisted of mild antispasmodic 
draught in half pint of Ol. lini. To be repeated in 
two hours if necessary. I applied a comfortable 
broad compress and ordered that she be allowed 
oatmeal gruels only. I asked the owner to advise 
me at once, when labour began. 

Next morning. Mare stilldull. Pulse 64, temp. 
102°4°. Pains had never been any more acute— 
bowels moved repeatedly during the night. She 
had taken some gruels and had lain for hours, 
mostly on the abdomen. When the compress was 
removed, the swelling was found to be more painful, 
deeper and wider, but no hernial opening could be 
felt. Mare walks slowly and with a marked ap- 
pearance of stiffness. 

Prognosis unfavourable. Continued use of com- 
we and liquid food only—and left draught for re- 
ieving pain if necessary. 

Third morning. Mare dull, pulse 72, temp. 102-6. 
I was informed that mare had lain in the same atti- 


| | 
| | 
| 


November 22,1919 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


235 


tude during the whole night and occasionally 
showed signs of pain. The sac was much larger 
and the subject now had the appearance presented 
by an old “ broken bellied blackfaced ewe.” The 
swelling readily pits on pressure and is very painful 
towards the linea alba. Treatment as before con- 
tinued. Her general appearance indicated the early 
onset of labour. 

Fourth morning. Mare much the same, pulse 76 
temp. 102°. She had lain more, but pain had been 
more insistent. The swelling was more pendulous 
but no firmer in consistence. Patient seemed 
weaker on her legs— very stiff behind—disinclined 
to move. I now began to fear the mare might suc- 
cumb before the birth of the foetus. 

At 3 p.m., I was again called to her as labour had 
begun. On arrival, I found presentation normal, 
but mare very weak, and in a short time, with 
plenty of assistance, a comparatively easy delivery 
was effected of a living colt foal, of good size and 
strength. The placental membranes came away 
with the foal. 

Mare remained lying and very restless after de- 
livery ; was given diffusible stimulants and opiates, 
and the compress was kept properly adjusted. In 
two hours she was seized with violent abdominal 
pains, kept turning head round to flanks and became 
bathed in perspiration. Post partum pains very 
marked. The sac was somewhat flabbier now, and 
bore traces of bed-sores and some bruising from 
hind hoofs. Hot blankets and the administration 
of hypnotics gave no relief, and mare died in six 
hours after foaling. 

Post-mortem. Showed the outer covering of the 
sac to consist of skin and panniculus carnosa. There 
was revealed a hernial opening in the middle line 
of the abdomen 1d5in. by 8in. 

The contents of the sac consisted of small bowel 
and omentum, part of which had become strangula- 
ted, and there was evidence of extensive peritonitis. 
The straight, oblique and transverse abdominal 
muscles were all more or less torn. All other 
organs were apparently healthy, excepting the heart, 
which was hypertrophied. 

This case may prove interesting to your readers, 
being a somewhat rare type of hernia, and from the 
fact that there was a lack of direct evidence as to 
the causal factor, as the subject never sustained any 
known external injury, nor was excessive muscular 
contraction apparent during her former pregnancy 
and delivery, 

I offer the opinion that some congenital fissure 
or weakness in the abdominal walls was the predis- 
posing cause, thereafter aggravated by the heavy 
state of pregnancy in this gestation. I am of 
opinion that strangulation of small bowel did not 
occur till after the act of foaling—as no adhesions 
between small bowel and the abdominal muscles 
were present nor was there any formation of con- 
nective tissue in the hernial sac. 

The photographs were taken within 36 hours of 
the appearance of the swelling—which, as already 
stated, increased in size each day until the act of 
foaling commenced. 


I regret that owing to atmospheric conditions and 
other exigencies, I was unable to make later expo- 
sures on the subject before death—as I feel sure, 
they would have added greater interest to this re- 
cord than the enclosed—which, however, I consider 
I was fortunate in securing under the circumstances. 

T should be pleased to hear the views of some of 
our leading practitioners who have had experience 
with similar cases of this kind. 

Finally, I maintain that conditions such as were 
to be faced in this case in practice, simply hold up 
to ridicule the principles laid down in theory as to 
palliative or curative treatment. 


BOWEL FISTULA. 


See A two years old pedigree Ayrshire quey- 
yeld. 

I was called on 14th April last to treat this quey 
forsupposed stomach disorder. She had been ailing 
for three days—was off her food, the bowels were 
constipated ; she grunted occasionally, but the pulse 
and temperature were normal. 

She was given two sharp doses of cathartic medi- 
cine, followed by stimulating tonic powders, and in 
ten days, appetite and rumination were restored. 
She was then allowed to resume her place with the 
herd. 

About a month later, the owner observed that 
when she was turned out to water, she inclined to 
lag behind the others, walked slovenly, and drank 
more water than usual. She still fed well, but the 
consistency of the faeces was always firm, despite a 
liberal ration of treacle. 

About this time a small hard swelling appeared 
in the vicinity of the umbilicus, but caused no in- 
convenience. Pastures being better, the owner 
turned her out to grass for a change. During the 
next ten days the swelling gradually became larger. 

Called in again on June 6th, I found the circum- 
ference of the swelling, which was in front of the 
umbilicus, could be spanned by the extended fingers. 
It was dense, and very painful, and in its centre 
was a fistulous opening from which was escaping a 
foetid discharge smelling strongly of ingesta. The 
owner's attention being drawh to the discharge, he 
assured me that on the previous day the swelling 
was intact, and showed no trace of any discharge. 
The quey was cast, and I carefully explored the 
opening. 

Diagnosis. Fistula of the bowel, probably due to 
the swallowing of, and subsequent outward penetra- 
tion of a sharp foreign body ; that I failed to dis- 
cover. 

The swelling consisted of granulation tissue 
permeated by several small abscess ducts, besides 
the fistulous opening in the centre, which hadirreg- 
ular edges and was of sufficient width to permit 
the entrance of the middle finger. 

Prognosis unfavourable. 

Asthe owner desired the subject should have 
every chance, I decided to operate. Defaecation 
and micturition were unduly frequent, and on each 
occasion there was a simultaneous discharge of 
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bowel contents from the fistula. Further, about 
ten minutes after drinking water a steady stream 
of liquid was exuded from the wound. 

On 8th June, I took accompanying photographs 
and afterwards operated. The quey, having been 
prepared for 48 hours, was given an hypnotic and 
was then cast. A local anaesthetic was used and 
thereafter the swelling was transfixed with strong 
whip cord, and the major portion of it removed 
with the scapel and actual cautery. I then put in 
a deep purse string suture of carbolized cat-gut, 
and removed the remainder of the swelling. 

I visited the quey several times during next fort- 
night. With exception of slight colic attacks she 
did well, and the suture held. A pitch tar plaster 
was applied, and a surcingle adjusted to protect 
the operation wound. 

On 24th June, she was turned away tograss again, 
and was allowed a liberal supply of cake and con- 
centrated food. The operation wound gave no 
trouble. 

After nearly three months—as the quey had put 
on no weight, I feared further trouble in the intes- 
tinal tract, and recommended slaughter. 

Post-mortem. A cicatrix 14 inches in length was 
discovered in the wall of the pyloric part of the 
abomasum. The mucous membrane at this point 
was very much thickened, and there was a well de- 
fined round ulcer 2} inches in diameter, the borders 
being well marked. The serous coat here was 
slightly inflamed and adherent to the abdominal 
wall by strong bands of fibrous tissue. The remain- 
der of the intestinal tract and all other organs ap- 
peared normal. 

I consider the ulcer in the abomasal mucosa was 
a sequel, and that the primary attacks of indigestion 
in April were due to the disturbing influence of the 
perforating action of some foreign body. 


HYDROCEPHALUS. 


I can recall half-a-score of this type of foetal 
monstrosity in cattle practice, in the course of 
twenty years’ experience, with successful issues in 
fully fifty per cent. of them, 7.c. the mother survived ; 
but 1 cannot recall a case to equal the one I en- 
countered last month, in the great dimensions of the 
foetal head, the small size of the dam, and the 
resistance of the presentation to a full equipment 
of parturition instruments. 

The subject—a pedigree Ayrshire quey—two 
years and ten months old, of milk record strain. I 
was summoned by the owner’s son, who remarked, 
“We have tried her, but could find no head. Bring 
your knives as there will be some cutting to do.” 

Knowing the practical knowledge of my clients, 
I at once realised I was up against something sur- 
passing the ordinary. bn arrival, I learned the 
quey had been some four hours in labour, and on 
examination, I found both fore legs in the vagina 
with deviation of the head towards the left flank. 

With some difficulty, owing to the “ tightness” 
of the quey and curvature of the neck of the foetus, 
the head was retracted towards the os—when it 


was apparent the foetus was the subject of hydro- 
cephalus. 

The head was punctured from behind with the 
trocar. This made no reduction in its size. The 
size of the head precluded the use of the obstetric 
écraseur so the finger embryotomes and long, sharp 
crotchets were resorted to—but they proved useless 
to cut the hardened cranium of the foetus. 

I concluded that delivery was impossible, and as 
the quey was in good condition a butcher was got 
to slaughter the animal, and under my supervision, 
the uterus was carefully drawn aside and laid open, 
when the following interesting particulars were 
seen :--The head was of an enormous size measur- 
ing 144 in, from tip of nose to crown of head—18 in. 
across the crown, head 35 in. in circumference, and 
14lb. 20z. in weight. 

The nasal bones were only 23 in. in length; the 
orbital fossae very small, and elliptical in shape, 
facing downwards towards the inferior maxilla 
which was the only bone of the head presenting a 
normal appearance. All the cranial bones were 
completely ossified except a small space between ° 
articular surfaces of what would have been the 
frontal bones in a normal head. This complete 
ossification and hardness of all the abnormal bones 
was the peculiar feature of the case, and after being 
well boiled it remained intact and bones resisted 
a strong flesher’s knife. 

In the majority of cases of hydrocephalus, in my 
experience when so dealt with the bones fell asunder, 
being mostly cartilaginous and easy to cut. 

In some cases there was a part, usually the 
crown of the skull, more or less devoid of bone 
formation —covered by skin only—whereby em- 
bryotomy was rendered easier and delivery effected. 
In such cases, the specimen when prepared gave 
one the appearance of a large bowl, but, in this case, 
I repeat the skull was complete. 

From the appearance of the foetus and the state- 
ment of the owner and his son—who both distinctly 
felt the ‘“‘tug’’ of the fore feet, when attempting to 
help delivery, I am of the opinion the calf was alive 
at the commencement of labour. This is contrary 
to my usual experience in such cases, the foetus 
has usually presented conclusive evidence of being 
dead for some time. 

In every other respect the calf appeared normal 
and was of average size. 

I hope some inventive practitioner will produce 
an improved type of instrument to meet the require- 
ments of such a case as I have described. Here- 
with enclosed, please find photographs for illustra- 
tion purposes. I am forwarding the specimens, 
when properly preserved, to the museum of my 
alma mater. 
Maybole. 


W. GARDNER, M.R.C.V.S. 


BRACKEN POISONING IN CATTLE, 


Re Mr. Brown’s letter in Veterinary Record con- 
cerning Bracken poisoning in Cattle, the writer 
wants to know why bracken in some cases causes 
poisoning and in other cases has no deleterious effects? 


The Veterinary Record. 


BOWEL FISTULA. 


VENTRAL HERNIA, 


To illustrate notes by Mr. Walter Gardner, M.R.C.V.S., Maybole, Ayrshire. 
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I think the cases Mr. Brown records were not bracken 
poisoning at all. I have never seen a case of 
bracken poisoning, although all my life I have seen 
cattle eat it in every case with perfect impunity. 
What Mr. Brown describes was an outbreak of sep- 
ticaemia haemorrhagica. 

Some years ago, I had a very similar experience, 
the symptoms were indentical with those described 
by Mr. Brown. Together with the late Prof. Met- 
tam I investigated the outbreak, and the result was 
that of septicaemia haemorrhagica. Since then I 
have seen several more cases of this disease, in each 
the symptoms were exactly similar, very great de- 
pression, very high temperature—up to 108°, exu- 
dation of blood from mouth and nose, together with 
dysentery. Usually animal died within a period 
from 24 to 36 hours after being noticed ill. I made 
several post-mortem examinations; in some cases 
discovered bracken in rumen in others none. All 
the internal organs showed signs of a septicaemic 
infection. About 90% of animals attacked died. 

The treatment we adopted, which was more pre- 
ventive than curative, was as follows. All animals 
on farm and in contact with affected ones were 
given twice daily, 2 drachms of pot. permanganate 
in one quart of water. From this treatment I had 
very good results, inasmuch as none of the animals 
so treated became aftected, and two out of eight on 
one farm recovered. 


Shaftesbury, Dorset. lL. C. Macurre, Capt. 


NATIONAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 


WESTERN Counties Division. 


A meeting of this Association was held at the Royal 
Clarence Hotel, Exeter, on Thursday October 23rd when 
the President, Mr. P. J. Penhale of Barnstaple occupied 
the chair, others attending were Messrs. R. J. Collings, 
W. B. Nelder and Wm. Roach, Exeter, J. R. Conchie, 
Minehead ; A. J. Down, Sampford Peverell; John 
Dunstan, Liskeard ; G. H. Gibbings, Tavistock ; G. D. 
Lansley, Axminster ; Chas. Masson, ;C.C. 
Parsons, Launceston ; R. E. L. Penhale, 
Wm. Penhale, Holsworthy ; C. E. Perry, Bristol ; W. P. 
Stableforth, Honiton ; and Wm. Ascott, Bideford, Hon. 
Secretary. 

The minutes of the last meeting were taken as read 
and confirmed. 

Apologies for absence were read from Messrs. F. T.| 
Harvey, P. W. Bloye, E. J. Thorburn and W. Wintle. 

Feeling reference was made to the great loss the 
Association has recently sustained by the death of Mr. 
W. H. Bloye and Mr. P, G. Bond, both of Plymouth and 
on the motion of Mr. Ascott, seconded by the President. 
a vote of condolence and sympathy with the bereaved 
relatives was passed by all standing in silence. 

It was further resolved on the proposition of Mr. 
Ascott, seconded by Mr. R. E. L. Penhale, that a dona- 
tion of £2 2s. Od. be sent to the Victoria Benevolent 
Fund in memory of the deceased members. 

Mr. R. L. L. Hart, who is leaving England, wrote re- 


signing his membership. 

he resolution of the Derbyshire Veterinary Associ- 
ation, deferred from the last meeting, was discussed and 
it was resolved that no action be taken in the matter. 


PRESIDENTS ADDRESS. 
Mr. Percy PENHALE, Barnstaple. 


Gentlemen,—It is my first duty to thank you very 
sinterely for honouring me by electing me your Presi- 
dent this year. As one of the younger members of this 
Association I feel you have set me a hard task in follow- 
ing our late President Mr. Wm. Roach, but I will do 
my best to merit your confidence, with the assistance of 
our capable Hon. Secretary, Mr. Ascott. I can only 
assure you how very much I appreciate the honour you 
have conferred upon me, which is heightened by the 
fact that my father was I believe, practically the founder 
of the Association and one of its earliest Presidents. 

It is unfortunate that the presidency should carry 
something, which to me is in the nature of a penalty— 
a Presidential address. I have racked my brain for an 
inspiration. Should it be a disertation on the forth- 
coming battle of giants, the Veterinary Profession v 
Tubercle bacilli, or an oration on the Animals Anaes- 
thetic Bill. After considerable thought, as my originality 
was in excess of my verbosity, I decided to turn this 
address into what I call “Two brace of grouse,” as it 
starts with a grumble, ends with a grumble, and has two 
wedged in between. I am selecting these four as I con- 
sider they are matters which we, as an Association, may 
do much to rectify :— 

1. Veterinary officers of Health, particularly as re- . 
gards meat inspection. I am sure you willall agree that 
our present position in this matter isa very unsatisfac- 
tory one. 

2. The fees for mileage paid by the Board of Agri- 
culture. 

3. Fees for examinations paid by Insurance Compa- 
nies, This we hope will be vigorously taken up by the 
National Veterinary Medical Association. 

4, Fees "ha" As this latter will come before 
the meeting, and I have been warned the time is all too 
short for discussing this one subject, I will at present 
say no more except to extend a hearty welcome home to 
those members who have been serving, ery to 
our Hon. Secretary, Major Ascott, and also to deplore 
the loss by death since our last meeting of Mr. W. H. 
Bloye and Mr. P. G. Bond, two of our oldest and very 
best members. 

On the motion of Mr. Stableforth, seconded by Mr. 
Wm. Roach, a vote of thanks was accorded the President 
for his address. 

It was resolved that the next meeting be the Annual 
General meeting at Exeter, on the 18th March next. 


GENERAL PROFESSIONAL FEES, 


Mr. Wm. Ascort, Hon. Secretary ; At the last meet- 
ing I was asked to endeavour to arrive at a uniform 
minimum charge. I sent out 45 circular letters and re- 
ceived 22 replies ; these included two from practitioners 
who do not reside in the Western Counties, but who 
were serving under me in France, and have large practi- 
ces, one in Cambridgeshire and the other in South 
Wales ; and also two from registered practitioners. To 
those who replied, I beg, on behalf of the Association, to 
tender our best thanks. To those who did not, let us be 
charitable and say nothing. I think we shall derive 
most benefit by pausing after each contentious item and 
taking a vote as we go, but it might be desirable and 
also save time if we first arrive at an understanding as 
to how much, if any, difference should be made between 
private clients, and those whose living depends on the 
animals, that is, between those who keep animals for 

leasure and those who keep them for profit. The dif- 
erence shown by the returns is 307%, and if you agree on 
that as a basis we can confine ourselves to the c arges 
to farmers, etc. I suggest, for ease in reckoning we agree. 
on either 25 or 334% —} or 4 increase, 
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Taking items 1, 2, 3 and 4—the visits—I find at least 
one notable return, the principle of which I quite endorse, 
that is a fixed ou starting at the surgery for atten- 
dance on anything brought there, and then the same fee, 
plus mileage for cases outside. This is evidently the 
correct principle, because to visit any place for the same 
fee,or, as in many cases, for less than tue actual cost of 
getting there, necessitates one of two things, either medi- 
cine must be left (whether required or not) or you earn 
nothing. I strongly advocate a minimum charge of 2/6 
for attendance at home, and then 1/- per mile each way, 
plus the 2/6. Taking the actual cost of travelling to be 
9d. per mile, this leaves you 3d. per mile to pay for the 
extra time taken up. Some wil! say the farmer at a dis- 
tance cannot afford to pay so much, I say he can, because 
his rent being much less the further away from town he 
is should compensate him, and lead him to expect to pay 
more. 

In my opinion we have ourselves to blame for the 
scandalous fees we have received in the past for working 
a long way from home. I shall be glad if you will now 
discuss the desirability or otherwise of making any dif- 
ference between those who keep animals for pleasure, 
and farmers and tradesmen. 

The result of the discussion on this point was incon- 
clusive, it being considered that at the present time 
farmers as a whole could afford, in most cases, to pay 
better fees than many other people. It was decided to 
adopt the following as a minimum scale of fees, leavin 
increased charges to the discretion of the individua 
practitioner. 


Services. 


Visit within one mile 
» Over one mile, add per mile one way 
Exam. horse for soundness, with certificate 1 
» for Insurance Co. At surgery 7/6 ; away 
Testing cattle for Tuberculosis ne 
me he {30 3rd, 4th each 10/6 ; each up to 20 
and mileage for two visits 
Anti-abortin treatment, per head 2/6 to 
according to number ; plus mileage 
P.M. examination, 
Boarding dogs, per day, small 1/- 
Castration, Colts, with chloroform 
Calves 
— and blistering, per leg, including chloro- 
orm 
Docking 
» _ Foals or Colts at time of castration 
Rasping horse’s teeth 
Vaccinating posing. 
Intratracheal injections, 
Foaling or calving, if abnormal 
Lambing 
Removing placenta, 
Physic balls, 
Other balls, 
Colic drenches, large oil 
Cow drenches, small 1/6 ; ar 
Bottle medicine, wine bottle 6/-; per oY 
(for scour mixtures, hoose mixtures, etc.) 
Powders, per half dozen 
Inflating cow’s udder 
Liniments; _ half pint 2/6 ; 
Ointments, 
Blisters, per 20z. 3/6 ; 
pe ogs or Cats, 


Minimum Fees. 


— 


ea 
large 


= 


per head 
up to 10 


mare 
per ball 
per half dozen 


cow 10/6 ; 


small 2/6 ; 


GAAR FC DOROAND 


14 pint 
r fib. 
Electuaries per 4oz. 


prussic acid 
chloroform 


AAAAAORS 


10 


Except where otherwise stated all above fees plus 
mileage for special visits. 

The fees for several other things, ¢g., operating on 
Umbilical Hernia, returning Everted Uterus, 


Sliaging and use of Slings, and contracts 
were suggested for consideration, but owing to lack of 
time the discussion on these was postponed to the next 
meeting. 

New Members: Messrs. P. W. Bloye, Plymouth ; 
J. R. Conchie, Minehead ; Percy Matthews, Rackenford ; 
P. A. Stanley, Plymouth, and W. R. Wright, Torquay, 
were unanimously elected. 


LINCOLNSHIRE AND District Drvision. 


A meeting was held at the Albion Hotel, Lincoln, on 
Thursday, Oct.’23rd. There were present: Mr. C. W. 
Townsend, Long Stanton, (President); Messrs D. Cooper, 
ee | ; F. L. Gooch, Stamford ; C. Hartley, Lincoln ; 
J. H. Poles, Whittlesea ; H.C. Taylor, Caistor ; G. T. 
Willows, Long Sutton ; E. Porter-Smith, Lincoln s @. 
Lockwood, Peterborough ; and T. Hicks, Sleaford, (Hon. 
Sec. and Treas.) 

In the temporary absence of the President at the 
commencement of the meeting, Mr. F. L. Gooch was 
elected Chairman, on the motion of Mr. Porter-Smith, 
seconded by Mr. Poles. ‘ 

The minutes of the meeting at Peterborough, in June 
were signed, on the motion of Mr. Lockwood, seconded 
by Mr. Poles. 

Apologies for non-attendance were received from 
Messrs. A. S. Leese, Stamford ; W. W. Grasby, Daventry ; 
T. Holmes, Bourne; T. A. Rudkin, Grantham; an 
H. H. Truman, March. Mr. Holmes wrote that he 
hoped the younger members would rally to the Associa- 
tion, and put all their efforts into its work. 


THE SANITARY CONGRESS KEPORT. 


Mr. F. L. Goocn said at the outset that he must 
apologise for his report, because the Congress was held 
such a long time back and so many of the papers, etc., 
had already been published. By the kindness of the 
President of the Section, he was able to procure slides 
illustrating Sir Stewart Stockman’s lecture on “ Rabies.” 
Also those on the table were from a brochure, by Col. F. 
Raymond, and showed the parts of an animal which 
should be sent to the Board of Agriculture for diagnosis. 

Mr. Gooch then presented his report :— 


Mr. President, and Gentlemen,—It was my privilege 
to attend the Congress of the Royal Sanitary fnstitute 
as "aged delegate, and personally I take it as an honour 
to be your representative. Our L.V.M.A. ieeting being 
held later than that of several of the other Associations 
you will have seen in the veterinary papers several re- 
ports of the Congress, and also verbatim reports of some 
of the papers read at the Veterinary Section of that 
Congress. In my report, therefore, I will try not to re- 
peat more than possible what has already been published. 

In the first place I should like to say that having 
attended several Congresses of the K.S.I. as well as 
those of the Institute of Public Health, I consider that 
the time has arrived when we, as a profession, should 
try to attend these congresses in larger numbers, so as 
to make our profession ay | the position it ought in 
the eyes of some of the leading laymen who take an 
active interest in public health of the country, and that 
a ayeee should emanate from our Council to the 
R.S.1., that at least one member of our profession 
should have a seat on the Council of the R.S.I. Anyone 
who was poceens, sees have been struck by the develop- 
ment of the opinions of some of the “lay” members of 
the poe age in regard to public health matters. Nearly 
the whole time was taken in the discussion by such men 
as the Chairmen of local Authorities, including some in 
the City of London. They were just as well versed, or 
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more so in some cases, than some of the veterinary 
surgeons present. 

our representative was able to be present on Wed- | 
nesday, July 30th, and to attend several of the meetings 
at the different sections of the Congress—those of | 

Sanitary Inspectors and Domestic Hygiene. | 
Our Veterinary Section did not open until 10 a.m.,_ 

July 31st, when the President, Mr. J. Malcolm Principal 

Veterinary Surgeon to the Corporation of the City of 

Birmingham, took the chair and gave us a very 

address, a verbatim report of which was published in , 

The Veterinary Record. 

From the very commencement of the Uongress, the 
President made use of every endeavour to make his own | 
section a success. He was able to be present very early 
in the week, and throughout the whole of the meetings | 
of the Veterinary Section he was able to make them. 
interesting and instructive, both to the members of the 

rofession and to a large number of laymen present. 

his was the best veterinary section in connection with 
any of the congresses that I have been privileged to| 
attend, both as regards the number present and the | 
interesting papers read and discussed. Not one moment | 
of the session was dull, and several of the meetings were | 
prolonged on account of the number present wanting to | 
take part in the discussion. 

As nearly all the papers have been printed in different 
numbers of The Veterinary Record, I shall confine my- 
self to a few brief notes taken at the time of the dis- 
cussion. The first paper was on “Rabies,” by Sir 
S. Stockman, of the Board of Agriculture: in the un- 
avoidable absence of the essayist, the r was read by 
the President. Two slides accompanied the paper, and 
through the kindness of the Professors at the Laboratory | 
of the University, we were able to have the use of half 
the laboratory, and microscopes to.view the slides, etc., | 
before the discussion opened. 

Your delegate made notes as follows: A month is. 
wae the incubative period, but in one case was eight | 
weeks. 

2 Virus is filtrable, and one of the largest of the ultra 
visible bodies. 

3 The negri bodies found are not the cause of the in- 
fection, but the result of the virus in the nervous tis- 
sue. 

4 oe very often dies three days after disease is recog- 
nised. 

For diagnosis, the brain must be fresh, or no negri 

bodies will be found. 

6 In the recent outbreak a large number of the cases 
were of the paralytic type. 7 

7 A dog dies in 24 hours in the paralytic stage. 

8 Ifadogis bitten in the paw the disease develops 
slower than when bitten in the head. 

It was interesting to note that the Board said the area 
scheduled as infected was not, in the first instance, 
large enough. The first radius was seven miles from 
the infected place, but this was afterwards increased to 
ten. In Devon and Cornwall they found rabid dogs 
wandering thirty miles from the plaee of infection. So 
the area was altered again to forty miles. ; 

The following gentlemen took part in the discussion :— 
Prof. Gaiger (opener) J. 8. Lloyd, E. Lyne Dixson of 
Margate, Templeton, (Lanark), Prof. Wooldridge, Col. 
Pitzwilliam, Prof. Gofton, J.O. Powley, and others, and 
your delegate proposed the resolution on the subject 
which was seconded by Col. Fitzwilliam. 

“ That in the opinion of this section, a recommendation 
should go to the Council of the Royal'Sanitary Institute 
asking them to forward this resolution to the Board of 
Agriculture, ‘That the present administration should be 


5 


so altered, that in the interest of the general public, no} p 


suspicious case of rabies should be shot or in avy other 


| Arsenical 


| place. 6 Mr. Malcolm has used the spray with 


papers had been read. Others taiting 
eal 


way destroyed, but that it be kept under detention and 


observation to enable the veterinary officers of the Board 
to arrive at a correct diagnosis as to whether the dog 
was the subject of rabies or not.’ 

This resolution is sent because it is in the vital interest 
of the person bitten that a very early diagnosis be arrived 
at 


The second paper dealt with the “ Utilisation of Con- 
demned Meat, etc.,” by Messrs. J. S. Lloyd and J. A. 
Priestly of Sheffield. The discussion was opened by 
Mr. J. R. Hayhurst of London, and the result of the 
paper went to prove that with machinery, every particle 
of what would be waste product, can made useful 
and with a good financial result to the Corporation. A 
very nice paper on this subject is published in the cur- 
rent number of Zhe Record. At the City of Sheffield, 
every part of the waste material is made use of, every 

rt having either a manurial or feeding value. They 

ee pige on waste matter from the slaughter-house. 

_ The third yee was on the subject of Equine Para- 
sitic y Prof. Gofton. Discussion was 
by Prof. Wooldridge, others who took part were Messrs. 

rant, Templeton, Parker, Male, Gaiger, Dixson, Doug- 
las, Jarvis, Brooks, Gooch, Jackson Young and the 
President. Prof. Gofton gave us the percentage in the 
number of cases examined amongst army borses, as 
follows : Sarcopt 46°15, Psoropt 4°57, Symbiotic °83, De- 
modex 4°52, Forage acari 14°72, Lice 1°71, Ringworm 
1°81, Negative 24°71. 

The fo lowing items I thought worthy of recalling :— 


1 Clean the skin with pes before scraping and 
after, caustic potash and ou to the residue, sul- 
hide of calcium bath 105 F. 2 Psoropt, confined to the 
orse species ; sarcopt, to man and other animals. 3 
dips are not absorbed by a healthy skin 
whether this was proved or not I don’tknow). August, 
ptember, October, showed the lowest number of cases 
and December, January and February the highest. The 
increase in the winter is due to the want of warmth and 

food. 5 Treat when on the skin, before burrowin 
effect 


in the treatment of mange. 

Fourth paper, “ The Position of Veterinary Science in 
the County, in relation to Public Health and Agriculture, 
Dr. Share-Jones. 

Fifth paper, “The Relation of County and Municipal 
Veterinary Inspectors to the Control of Contagious 
Diseases in Animals, and the fuller development of a 
Wholesome Meat and Milk Supply,” by ugh Begg, 
(this paper was read by Mr. T. Parker of Newcastle), who 
opened the discussion on both 4 and 5. As these papers 
were similar, the discussion was not begun until both 
rt were Messrs. 

London ; Bashford, Sheffield ; Templeton, Willi- 
ams Dicdaeter : Parker, and others. Ip this instance 
nearly all the discussion was carried on by the “laity” 
of the conference including some of the chief men from 
the City of London, Deputy Neale and others, 

’ As a result, the following resolution was passed : 


“ That in the interests of Public Health, no satisfactory 
improvement can be expected in the inspection of meat 
ae the Ministry of Health take the necessary steps 
to abolish all private slaughter-houses in Great Britain 
and Ireland ; and that unless fully qualified veterinary 
surgeons, well versed in meat inspection, are appointed 
to carry out the efficient inspection of animals, the in- 
habitants of this country will continue to consume con- 
siderable quantities of diseased, unsound, and unwhole- 
some food, and it is urged that ante-mortem and post- 
mortem inspections should in all cases be made.” 

It is here well worth noting that the resolution was 

ro , seconded, and several times eer on 
their own initiative, by the laity present, all of whom 
take an active interest as well as a prominent part in 
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the public health of the community. Mr. Templeton 
of Lanark, remarking that the animals should be ooked 
after by scientific inspectors, fully qualified, just as 
much as human beiugs by doctors.. 

I cannot finish this brief report without complimenting 
the Newcastle Corporation and City not only upon the 
splendid arrangements made in connection with the 
routine work of the Congress, but also upon the admir- 
able arrangem2nt made for the comfort and social en- 
of the members. 

_ The social functions commenced with a trip to Alnwick 
Castle, at the invitation of the Duke of Northumberland, 
and every day something was arranged so that all sec- 
tions of the Congress might meet, and, whilst thoroughly 
enjoying themselves, were at the same time learning 
something new. The Congress dinner was well attended 
and, altogether, your delegate spent a very happy, in- 
structive, and interesting congress. 

It was in these social gatherings that we perhaps 
learnt more than at the Congress. You rub shoulders 
with lay members of the Sanitary Institute, and with 
most of the public officials, including many doctors and 
physicians, and in the conversations that take place 
round the dinner table you are able to learn a great 
deal. It came home to me more and more that we 


must look to our laurels in meat inspection and sanitary |. 


arrangements if we are to take the place we should 
occupy. We must show that we are sufliciently trained. 

Mr. Gooch’s paper was received with applause. 

Mr. PorTER-SMitH said he might be wrong, but he 
thought the incubative period of rabies was three weeks. 

Mr. Goocu said according to Sir Stewart Stockman 
in different cases the symptoms developed in the follow- 
ing times :—24 days, 18, 78 to 82, 65, and 74 months 
(in quarantine). In the case of cows the periods had 
been 22 days, 23, 27, 34, and 84. All were bitten by 
the same dog. The reason for the 84-day case being so 
long was that the cow was probably bitten in the hind 
leg; the others were bitten in the nostrils. 

At this point the President arrived and took the chair. 
He regretted the bad train service prevented him from 
being present to hear the paper. 

Mr. Porter-Smira agreed on what had been read 
about the members undertaking sanitary duties. They 
were qualified to carry out ote gga | any of the duties 
now done by sanitary inspectors. He would not like to 
say the inspectors did not do them properly, but veteri- 
nary surgeons would do them better. Some thought a 
resolution on the subject should go from the meeting, 
but he was afraid it might spoil the effect of the resolu- 
tion sent from the Congress. 

Mr. Pouss thought a resolution from each of the Vet- 
erinary Societies would add to the Congress one, and be 
beneficial. 

Mr. Goocu said no doubt they would like to make 
their presence felt. He believed, however, it should 
come from their own Council. He suggested they send 
a resolution asking the Council to take the matter 
through. 

.The PresipENT said veterinary surgeons were the 

roper men for the work, and their training specially be- 
fitted them for this branch of work. Meat inspection 
was being done by laymen, but the sooner the public re- 
alised that V.S. were the men to do it, the better. He 
thought a further resolution could do no harm. 

_Mr. PoEs proposed that such a resolution be sent. 

The Hon. Sec. suggested that Mr. Gooch should draw 
up such a resolution, pointing out that the resolution at 
the Congress should be proposed wholly by the laity. 

Mr, WILLIAMs seconded that such a resolution should 
be sent to the Council, and the meeting agreed nem, con. 

~ The Hon. Sxc. congratulated Mr. Gooch on his report, 
and thanked him, on behalf of the Association, for going 
to represent them so ably. He did not think anyone 


could have done it better. 
thanks. 

Mr. PortER Smitu seconded, and the resolution was 
carried unanimously. 

Mr. Goocu said he was only too glad to have been 
present. He was the gainer, and he wished to impress 
on all the benefit of going to such gatherings. He had 
never been to a Congress or any Veterinary gathering 
without learning something, even at little gatherings 
like theirs. At the little informal gatherings many 
things came out which never would at other scientific 
ones. It was only by attending such meetings that they 
kept in touch with the profession. Some of the older 
ones like himself, who passed through College many 
years ago could not keep in touch with modern science 
without those meetings. 


He proposed a resolution of 


Tue BENEVOLENT Funp. 


The Hon. Sec. said he had a letter in regard to the 
Benevolent fund, asking him to bring it before the mem- 
bers, and if they would be subscribers to the fund. 

Mr. Hicks added that the Association subscribed 
two guineas annually to the fund, and it was open to 
them to nominate a member of the Council. 

The CHarrMAN asked if a member was on it, . 

Mr. Goocn said he was a member, one of the Council, 
and elected by the Council itself. He could assure them 
they could not support a more worthy cause. Some of 
the cases which came before them were heart-rending, 
and the large bequests “a had received lately, after 
all did not go very far. They had before them 15 new 
claims, and every one should be supported. They gave 
no more than 12/- per week, to any individual case, it 
was not much. Two widows from Liacolnshire were 
receiving help. 

The PrestpENT said there was no doubt the fund 
was greatly required. He suggested they might be able 
to give more than two guineas. Could they have another 
member to represent them as well as Mr. Gooch. 

Mr. Goocu said he should like another to be on. They 
did not want the whole affair to be just round London, 
they wanted men from the country too. They wanted 
men who knew the “ cases ” and could recommend them. 
He proposed that the President for the time being be 
elected a member of the Council. 

Mr. Cooper seconded, and the resolution was carried. 

The CHarrMAN thanked the members for electing 
him to represent the Society. As a member of the 
Council of the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund, he 
would be glad to assist applicants in any way he could. 

Mr. Lock woop said he thought they should do what 
they could to help the fund, and if possible increase 
their subscription. 1t was no use having a reserve. He 
suggested a subscription of three guineas instead of two, 
if the funds would stand it. 

Mr. Cooper said individual members did the most. If 
every member would make up his mind to senda guinea 
that would be the best way. 

Mr. Goocu said he wished he could prevail on all to 
take that view. He oraanes that there should be a 
vox in their surgery or office,ashehad. He brought his 
box with him at the meetings and got several pounds in 
it. 

Mr. Lock woop asked as to the position of the Marn- 
chester Benevolent and Defence Association. 

Mr. Goocu said efforts had been made to bring about 
amalgamation without success. The Mutual ee 
Fund was the oldest established, and one of which he was 
a member, it gave financial assistance on legal matters. 

It was agreed to increase the subscriptiou from two to 
three guineas. 

Mr. Goocu : I hope Mr. Cooper’s suggestion will be 
thought of | 


| 
| | 
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Consultative Councils of Ministry of Health. The 
Hon. Sec. said he had a letter from Mr. Brittlebank 
suggesting that we pass a resolution asking for the ap- 
pointment, by the Ministry, of a member of the R.C.V\S. 
on every Consultative Council. The letter came just 
after the June meeting of the Association, so could not 
be dealt with before. 

Mr. Goocn said the Ministry would: not put anyone 
on.their Committees. The profession had asked for it, 
and the National had asked without success. They ad- 
mitted the necessity of veterinary advice but would not 
allow veterinary surgeons to sit on the Consultative 

Youncils. The National were going to consider the mat- 
ter at their meeting. 

The Hon. Sec. said they had never pushed the matter. 
The Association would do more if members would 
attend and force things. At one time they were holding 
meetings with only the President and one other member 
present. 

No resolution was passed on the subject. 

The Register. On the proposition of the President, 
seconded by Mr. Willows, it was agreed that the Hon. 
Sec. purchase a copy of the Register every year. 


PROFESSIONAL FEEs. 


The meeting then proceeded to resume discussion on 
the proposal to have a scale of professional fees, raised 
at the last meeting. 

Mr. Porrer-SmitH said he thought the Lindsey 
County Council, whose fees were low, would increase 
them if the proposal came from a Society or Association. 

Mr. Hartuey said he had a letter from Mr. J.S. 8. 
Woodrow, M.R.C.v.s., who was an inspector for the 
Lindsey County Council, and for the West Riding 
County Council. He said all would agree that fees were 
too low, and that if veterinary surgeons were united the 
matter could be improved. Healso suggested a meeting 
of veterinary inspectors to form a joint committee to 
arrange the matter. He enclosed a list of fees paid in 
the West Riding, as under :— 

For each visit and inspection 
For second and every other visit on any one 
day, if on the same round as the first 10 6 
If not on the same round 110 
For inspections (including parasitic mange) 10 6 
For post-mortem or microscopical examinations 1 1 
Mileage in all cases, 7$d. per mile each way (or 1s. 3d. 
per mile one way) from veterinary inspector’s house. 


Mr. Woodrow (Mr. Hartley continued) wanted him to 
get the Lindsey inspectors to strike for that scale. He 
— like to know the opinion of the meeting as to the 
scale. 

The PRESIDENT said the question was very important. 
They must get the fees increased. For ordinary work, 
he did not see how they could get a uniform scale, 
charges must vary according to the nature of each 
district. In one place they might have good class people, 
and in another all farmers. 
Companies, County Councils, and the Board of Agri- 
culture, were the ones that should be increased. He 
thought it was up to every veterinary society to pass 
resolutions on the subject. These should come before 
the National, and they could then submit the matter to 
the Board of Agriculture and the County Councils, and 
say “these are the fees that are considered fair by the 
National Association ” ; Will you agree to them”! 

Mr. Poses agreed to let the difficulty of fixing one 
scale of private fees, but thought they should fix a 
minimum, so that members should not undercut. 

The PRESIDENT said he had received from the Western 
Counties Association a form which they asked members 
to fill in, showing the fees considered fair for different 
duties. Thereplies were then averaged, and these figures 


£1 1 «0 


The fees paid by Insurance | - 


submitted as the proposed scale. The items to be filled 
in in each case covered: Present fees, and suggested 
fees ; under the different headings of “ Private clients ” 
and “ Farmers.” 

Mr. Goocu said the matter had been left in abeyance 
foratime. If the Anaesthetics Bill passed, the whole 
of the fees for operations would have to be revised. The 
fees of the County Councils and the Board of Agriculture 
had been before the National. The Board were willing 
to increase them, and the matter would come before the 
National next week, or at the following meeting. 

Mr. PorTer-SMItTH said it ought to be possible for 
the Council to say that if the whole of the local in- 
spectors refused to accept fees, no one else should be 
allowed to do the work. They could not make terms 
because they thought someone else would do the job. 

The PRESIDENT said he hoped they were going to keep 
aloof from Trade Unionism ; but unless something was 
done, he did not see how they could help themselves. 

Mr. Goocn said the trouble was that on one side of 
the border a man was treated well, and on the other just 
as badly. Kesteven was as bad as Lindsey. In Rutland, 
the County Council asked their inspectors to draw up a 
scale, and they accepted the scale drawn up. They re- 
ceived better fees in Rutland than they received in 
Kesteven. 

After some further conversation and exchange of 
personal experiences, Mr. llartley proposed that the 
West Riding scale be adopted. Mr. Cooper seconded. 

Mr. Gooch said it should go to the two Nationals— 
The National Veterinary Inspectors’ Association as well 
as their own. 

The resolution was carried, and Mr. Gooch said he 
would submit the matter to the National, if possible. 

The question of fees paid for insurance work was also 
brought forward. 

Mr. Gooch said there was some amalgamation going 
on, and he thought fees would be tor ee 

The PREsIDENT: I think the question of insurance 
fees is being taken up the National and the Live Stock 
Associations. 

No resolution was brought forward on this subject, 
and the meeting adjourned for tea. 


PRECAUTIONS AS TO MEAT SUPPLY. 
To the Editor of “ The Veterinary Record.” 


Sir,—I am sending you herewith a cutting from 7'he 
Times of to-day which speaks for itself. Butas a V.S. 
of long standing I should like to know where the M.(. 
and other ofticials mentioned hava gained the requisite 
knowledge to enable them to detect signs of foot-and- 
mouth disease in the meat or offal which they are sup- 
posed to examine.— Yours truly, 


Stockton-on-Tees, WILLIAM Awpk, 
17th Nov. Major R.A.V.C., retired. 


“The Ministry of Health in a circular to local authori- 
ties with regard to recent outbreaks of foot-and-mouth 
disease states :— 


“Tt is desirable that specially strict supervision should 
be exerclsed over the meat supply with a view to detec 
tion of meat or offal showing signs of the disease, and 
Dr. Addison is anxious to enlist the co-operation of 
sanitary authorities and their officials for this purpose. 
He will, accordingly, be glad if the local authority will 
instruct their men it officers of health, sanitary inspec- 
tors, inspectors of nuisances, and assistant officers under 
the Food Regulations to exercise the strictest vigilance 
in the supervision of abattoirs and slaughter-houses and 
places where meat is deposited, prepared or exposed for 


sale, and of imported meats.” 


— 
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Sir. 
The enclosed cutting taken from to-day’s Daily Tele- 
graph is in my opinion an insult to the veterinary pro- 

ession. I don’t expect it will affect me, but it is degra- 
ding to the younger members. How can young men of 
education be expected to enter any of the Colleges, or 
those who are qualified be expected to voluntarily sub- 
scribe to the finances of the R.C.V.8.? What is Sir S. 
Stockman, Sir J. M‘Fadyean, Mr. Garnett, Mr. McKinna, 
and the Parliamentary Committee doing? Surely it is 
the duty of someone to intervene and see that such 
a state of things should not be allowed to continue. 

Yours truly, 


Nov. 17th. SEVENTY FIVE. 


N.A.V.I. 


Sir,—If an example were necessary to support the 
letter signed by Mr. W. T. Olver the following might be 
given. Asis known, most Municipal officials have had 
their salaries raised to meet the increased cost of living ; 
the M.O.H. of a certain town was only granted an in- 
crease of £50 per annum, for nominal extra duties. 

The Association of M.O.H. communicated with that 
particular authority and pointed out that the salary was 
totally inadequate, and unless they could see their way 
to increase the salary of the M.O.H. toa certain figure— 
which meant £150 per annum—they would advise the 
said M.O.H. to resign. Result-—Granted. 

Take the case of the Veterinary Inspector (wholetime) 
to the same authority. He held a commission during 
the war, and had to return to his pre-war salary of £250 
per annum, pending approval for an increase ! Who has 
the latter to support his case if he is not granted suffic- 
ient increase ? 

The N.A.V.I. can only flourish by results.—Yours 
faithfully, 


Nov. 17, 1919. “OBSERVER.” 


THE ROYAL PROCLAMATION. 


Sir,—With reference to above, could a great deal not 
be accomplished by the Board of Agriculture in forming 
a re-distribution of Local Authority appointments, 
whereby returned veterinary officers might come into a 
little more of what they left behind on mobilisation ? 

The stay-at-homes had all the plums, in the majority 
of cases, during the war. To those patriotic practitioners 
who have come back to find their practices eaten into, 
what a help it would be to have the Local Authority 
appointment for their district. 

There are as good men returned from service as those 
who stayed at home, and it would be an act of courtesy 
on the part of the Veterinary Department in Whitehall 
if they would consider the demobilised officers ani so 
come in with the Royal Proclamation, which has been 
so much talked about.— Yours etc., 


Nov. 15. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


DISCHARGED.” 


Extracts from London Gazette 
Forces. Army VRTERINARY CORPS. 
War Orrior, WHitTenatt, Nov. 5. 


Maj. A. F. Deacon to be temp. Lt.-Col. whilst holding 
the appt. of D.D.V.S. (May 14). iia 
ov. 6. 


Capt. T. Bone, 0.B.E., retires, receiving a gratuity 
(Nov. 7), and is granted the rank of Maj. 
The follg. Majs. relinquish actg. rank of Lt.-Col: Bt. 


(April 15) ; B. L. Lake, p.s.0., on ceasing to hold the 
appt. of A.D.V.S. (Oct. 6). 
Capt. E. Hearne, 0.8.£, relinquishes actg. rank of Maj. 


Aug. 9). 
Nov. 7. 
Temp. Capt. G. D. Norman relinquishes the temp. rank 


of 
Temp. Capt. G. D. Norman to be act. Maj. whilst hold- 
ing the appt. of D.A.D.V.S. (from Aug. 26 to Sept. 30). 


Major (actg. Lt.-Col.) E. M. Perry, c.B.£, T.D., F.R.C.V.S., 
relinquishes the actg. rank of Lt.-Col. (April 2) (sub- 
Fae 38) for that which appeared in the Gazette of 

uly 26). 

The announcement regarding Capt. J. H. Wright, o.8.r., 
which appeared in Gazette of May 12 is cancelled. 

~ R.-L. Green relinquishes his commpn. on acct. of 
ill-health contracted on active service (Nov. 8), and 
retains rank of Maj., with permission to wear the pre 

scribed uniform. 


Nov. 12. 
Maj. H. Gamble, 0.8.£., ory the actg. rank of 
Lt.-Col. on ceasing to hold the appt. of A.D.V.S. 


(April 27). 

Capt. B. R. Body to be actg. Maj. whilst holding the 

appt. of D.A.D.V.S. (Aug. 25). 
Nov. 


Temp. Maj. J. W. F. Brittlebank, c.m.c., relinquishes 
the actg. rank of Lt.-Col. on ceasing to hold the appt. 
of A.D.V.S. (Sept. 12). 
Temp. Maj. W. G. Barnes, M.c. (Capt. R.A.V.C, (T.F.), re- 

ode his temp. commn. on completion of service 

uly 13). 
Capt. and Bt. Maj. A. A. Prver, D.s.0., relinquishes the 
actg. rank of Maj. on ceasing to hold the appt. of 
D.AD.VS. (Aug. 12). 
ov. Li. 


Maj. A. J. Dalgleish retires on ret. pay (Nov. 15). 

The following relinquish the temp. rank of Col. on 
ceasing to hold the appt. of D.D.V.S. :—Maj. W. A. 
Pallin, C.B.E., D.S.0., F.B.C.V.8. (May 1); Lt.-Col. F. W. 
Wilson, C.M.G., F.R.C.V.S. (Aug: 10). 

To be acting Cols. whilst holding the appt. of 
D.D,V.S. :—Maj. W. A. Pallin, c.B.£., D.S.0., F.R.C.V.S. 
(June 17).; Lt.-Col. F. W. Wilson, o.m.c., F.R.C.V.S. 
(Sept. 5). 

Capt. and Bt. Maj. G. Williamson relinquishes the aA 
om - Maj. on ceasing to hold the appt. of D.A.D.V.S. 

pril 30). 

Capt. and Bi. Maj. G. Williamson to be act. Maj. while 
holding the appt. of D.A.D.V.S., from Aug. 12 to 17. 

The follg. temp. hon. Lts. relinquish their commns. on 
completion of service :—H. A. Crowe, 0.B.E. (May 1), 
and is granted the rank of Maj, ; L. Linzell (Aug. 16), 
and retains the hon. rank of Lt. . 

ov. 18. 


Capt. J.J. Dunlop, m.c.,Spec. Res., relinquishes the actg. 
rank of Maj. on ceasing to hold the appt. of D.A.D.V.S. 
(April 29). 

TERRITORIAL Force RESERVE. 
Capt. H. E. Powell, p.s.o., from the R.A.v.c., to be Maj. 


(Nov. 8). 
SpecraL RESERVE OF OFFICERS. 
(Reserve Units). 
* * 


* 
Lt. H. C. Driver to be Capt. (Jan. 16). 


OBITUARY. 
Baxter, Capt. R.A.V.C. (1.F.), Christchurch, 


Hants. 
Graduated Edin; May, 1892. 
Mr. Baxter died suddenly, at Ivydene, Christchurch, 


Lt.-Col.T. E. Burridge, on ceasing to comd.a Vet. Hosp. 


on 13th November. Aged 50. 


4 
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ABOUT FOOT-AND-MOUTH. 


Sir,—Enclosed cutting from Daily Mail. In South 
America restriction of movement is carried out, but not 
wholesale slaughter. The treatment is copper sulphate 
baths for the foot lesions, and the use of an ointment of 
boric acid, alum and myrrh for the mouth and udder 
lesions. 1 have never known an outbreak last any con- 
siderable time, and the loss of condition in the affected 
animals is not so great as one would expect, unless fol- 
lowing very bad lesions and consequent pain in the foot. 


Charlton Kings, Cheltenham. FLR.C.V.S.” 
20th Nov. 


‘Burn Toem’ Cure. 
BoaRD OF AGRICULTURE'S BLANK STARE AT PROGRESS. 


The outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease among Eng- 
lish cattle coincides with an astonishing number of claims 
to be able both to prevent and cure the disease, which, 
by the way, is seldom fatal. 

Some Italian men of science are confident that they 
have discovered cures ; and a number of practical cat- 
tlemen from across the Atlantic believe that the disease 
comes from unnatural conditions which can be corrected. 

Our own Board of Agriculture plumps for one remedy 
and one only ; that is, to burn all suspected beasts, as 
well as those near them. It may be the best policy. 
We have less disease in England than in any country in 
the world. So, though they have received several score 
_ of alleged claims in the office, the present policy is an 
absolute refusal to investigate any one of them. The 
result is that scientific investigation is at a standstill ; 
and no progress is possible. 

Any practical body presiding over agriculture should 
at the least spend a proportion of its energy on experi- 
ments in animal diseases. The virus of this disease is 
as yet undiscovered. The problem does not, on paper, 
present any peculiar difficulties, except the refusal to be 
allowed to investigate. 


Concerning Vets. 


Once more the agricultural public have been treated 
to illustrations of doctors differing. Once more mis- 
givings are being created as to the propriety of placing 
such tremendous powers in the vs of members of 
one profession as are claimed for the veterinary profes- 
sion in the Horse Breeding Act, 1918. The illustration 
is afforded in the evidence led regarding tuberculous 
meat in cold storage in Glasgow. Leading members of 
the veterinary profession have distinguished themselves 
by flatly contradicting one another—not so much in re- 
spect o “ theory as to the safety with which meat 
only partially affected with tuberculosis may be safely 
used as human food—as in respect of the fact that the 
meat in question was so affected. As we understand 
the business, the Town Council of Hamilton are in pos- 
session of apparatus for sterilising meat. Scientific 
opinion appears to have reached a fair measure of una- 
nimity that tubereulous meat under certain conditions 
when sterilised may be safely used as human food. A 
quantity of?such meat in pas storage in Glasgow, against 
a possible war famine, was sold by the Food Commis- 
sioner to the Hamilton authorities to be sterilised and 
used as food. The question arose in Court as to whether 
this course was lawfnl or whether the meat should not 
have been seized and destroyed as unfit for human con- 
sumption. How the question of fact came in we do not 
know, but the newspapers of Saturday, 8th inst., con- 
tained interesting reading on that subject. 

Mr. Arthur Gofton, Chief Veterinary Inspector for 


the Corporation of Edinburgh, testified that the samples 


submitted to him were unfit for human food. They 
would be dangerous if so used. Prof. Robert Muir, 
Glasgow University, said the samples which he exam- 
ined were unsound. Prof. Gaiger, of the Glasgow Vet- 
erinary College, said eight portions of the meat exam- 
ined by him were infected with tuberculosis. He did 
not consider such meat fit for human food, even if trea- - 
ted so as to be completely ianocuous, because of the 
fact that it contained dead bacilli. On the other side 
came Sir John M‘Fadyean. He testified that asa result 
of the examination made by him he had been unable to 
detect any evidence of tuberculosis, or any evidence of 
unsoundness of any kind. In his opinion there was 
nothing to justify anyone condemning the meat as un- 
sound. It would be very wrong to destroy it. 

Here we have Gofton and Gaiger agreed that the ~ 
meat was tuberculous, and M‘Fadyean, as_ reported, 
emphatic that it was not. A few years ago there arose 
the famous Dumfries horse case. It involved the 
question, Whether a Clydesdale filly was affected with 
ringbone? What would be called a full bench of vets. 
swore that io their judgment the filly was so affected ; a 
bench equally strong, swore the contrary. The filly has 
since grown into a brood mare. 
public auction more than once, and guaranteed sound. 
The most recent occasion was at Lanark sales in 
October. The men at the head of the veterinary pro- 
fession differ as to whether a Clydesdale filly has ring- 
bone ; they differ as to whether meat in cold storage is 
affected with tuberculosis or not : on what grounds can 
a profession whose heads are not agreed in their diagnosis 
of such diseases as ringbone and tuberculosis be entrusted 
with the making or the marring of the reputation of en- 
tire horses, costing each anywhere from £500 up to 
£5000? Yet this is to be the law in Great Britain and 
Ireland in the year 1920 and thereafter. The proposal 
is wholly unjustifiable, and a remedy for its possible 
abuse must be sought for. In our opinion that remedy 
is to be found in so strengthening the segulations for 
the administration of the Horse Breeding Act, as that 
the final Court of Appeal will not be a bench of vets., 
but a bench of breeders who will decide on the evidence 
— by the veterinary surgeons.—7he Scottish 

armer. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.VS. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow- 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 


Fewings, A. B., Board of Agriculture 0 


£1 


1 
Jones, L. L., Llanfyllin 
Kirk, W., London, W.1 (2nd subscription)2 2 0 
Latta, J., Ulverston 
Lennox, A., Crowland, Lincs., 1918/19 2 2 0 
Reid, M.H., Nyeri, B.E.A. 1 00 
Stewart, Q. A., Cumnock, Ayrshire 1 10 
Wilson, A. C., Berkhamsted 110 

1 


Previously acknowledged £990 1 
Nov. 12, 1919, 


10 


Branford, R., Hissar, Punjab £1 1 ~«0 
Hill, F. M., Ladysmith, Natal, §.A., 

1915 to 1919 5 5 O 
Jones, S. W., Luton 1 1 
Reekie, W. W., London, W. 1. e280 


Sinton, W. L., Rostrevor, Co. Down, 
1917 to 1919 3 3 O 
Thompson, P. R., North’pton,1915to1919 5 O O 


Nov. 19, 1919, £1017 11 10 


She has been sold at - 
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The “Sweet Bloom” filly case. 


During the years 191] and 1912 there was a notable 
litigation in wibich Mr. John Pollock, then of Langgside, 
Glasgow, was involved, and which in the end cost him 
something over £500 in expenses. Mr. Pollock sold the 
Clydesdale filly Sweet Bloom (33118) to Mr. Berwick, 
Dumfries, for £100. It was afterwards contended by 
Mr. Berwick that the filly was not conform to warranty 
in that she had ringbone, and he declined to 7 soe 
the money. An action was raised in the local Courts, 
and eventually it came before the First Division of the 
Court of Sessions when Mr. Pollock lost. Some of the 
most noted veterinary surgeons of the time gave evidence, 
but their testimonies were most conflicting. On one 
hand a party of veterinary experts, including the late 
Principal Dewar, F.R.C.v.8., maintained that the filly 
had ringbone, and another party including the late 
Principal M‘Call, and Mr. Andrew Robb, F.R.C.v.S., were 
of a gren that the filly had no ringbones. The filly, 
which stood at livery, was then sold by auction on a 
Sheriffs warrant for £70. 

Now, however, we have further proof in the case. 
Last week at Lanark, No. 1304, in the sale held by 
Messrs. Lawrie and Symington, Ltd., was the same 
Sweet Bloom (33118), and after an interval of fully seven 
years, the late Principal M‘Call, Mr. Robb, and those 
who agreed with them have been justified, for the mare 


was sold for £90 as a good worker in all farm work, and 
warranted sound. Mr. Pollock must feel satisfied that 
even at this late date, his case has been yng in all its 
meee I and that the late Principal M‘Call has been 
justifi 


in his opinion.— Farming News. 

The same issue of the The Scottish Harmer which 
contains the column, “ concerning vets.” (which appears, 
_and is commented upon on other pages of this issue) 
| contains also the following letter :— 
_ “The sale at Lanark neither proves nor disproves any 
‘point that was raised at the time of litigation, and I see 
‘no reason for your statement that the mare is now 
‘sound. The mare was certainly warranted sound in the 
froin va, but is £90 a sound pricefor a nine-year-old 
/mare by Hiawatha? I think not. It is well known 
‘that many animals are warranted sound at all horse sales 
but when it comes to expert examination how many of 
them pass the test? I wonder if the mare was exam- 
‘ined at Lanark, and if so, by whom? I would suggest 
that the head veterinary surgeon appointed under the 
Board of Agriculture’s new rules for stallions, be asked 
| to examine the mare, add his certificate published in the 
agricultural papers.”—Yours, etc., 


11th Nov. CLYDESDALE ADMIRER. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 ro 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Rabies. 
ames: Anthrax | and-Mouth | Glanders.t — Swine Fever. 
Cases ange. 
Out- | Ani- | | ani. |8h 
Period. breaks) mals, Out- | Ani- mals. peaks mals.| Out- | Slaugh- 
reaks mals. breaks | tered. * 
(a) (a) () (b) (a) 
Gr. BRITAIN. | | | 
Week ended Nov. 15] 1 5 13 3 | 271 > 88 82 8 51 18 
1918 | 15 | 7 | 9 1; 4! sa] 30 6 
a te 1917 3 3 l 1} 33| 60 x 24 4 
1916 | 8 | 8 25| 3874) 12] 68 80 
Total for 46 weeks, 1919  [147| 5 | 197 | 2683 | 69 | 29592] 22/ 658] 4453 | 231] 2069 954 
1918 |72| 2] 219 | 252 3 | 40 30| 38483 | 7172] 285] 1261 516 
Cos 1917 378 | 429 49] 2137/4014] 439] 1950 | 833 
1916 | 554 1 | 73 44 | 112] 1871 | 4152] 222] 3929 | 98977 
(a) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities. t Counties affected, animals attacked :— 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Nov.. 18, 1919 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
IRELAND. Ontbr ea ks 
Week ended Nov. 15 oe eee ete 
, 1913 1 2 
Corresponding 1917 1 7 
— 1916 1 11 5 | 52 
Total for 46 weeks, 1919 1 1 184 240 30 93 
1918 2 2 93 279 26 87 
1917 3 | 5 41 346 | 194 | 1196 
period 1916 59 394 | 290 | 1771 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Nov. 17.1919 
Norn—lhe figeres for the Current Year are“approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


’ 


